A program of investigations into the mutual influence of the oceans of the world and the atmosphere has been mapped out in the Soviet Union. These studies are aimed at long-term weather forecasts, the elucidation of the reasons for climatic fluctuations, forecasts of the ice regime in the Arctic seas, and a better organization of fishing, and hunting sea-animals.
Concerning the natural experiments suggested by the Arctic and Antarctic Scientific Research Institute (whose program has been discussed in the U.S.S.R. Geographical Society), the head of the Hydrological Regime Sector, Yevgeny Nikiforov, M.Sc. (Geography) said that a vast territory will be subjected to observations conducted according to special techniques. The natural experiment zone will embrace the northern parts of the Atlantic and the Pacific, the Arctic Ocean, and the Norwegian, Greenland, and Barents seas.
The investigations will be conducted from research vessels and planes equipped with special scientific instrumentation and automatic meteorological stations.
At the same time, the natural experiment will extend over territories of the continents adjacent to the oceans and seas. During these observations it is planned to use the entire network of meteorological stations, and the North Pole drifting stations; special high-latitude expeditions will be launched.
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Ice Islands, 1967 Fig. 1 and Table 1 .
Of the four ice islands making up the WHgroup, WH-3 and WH-4 are the easiest to identify. WH-3 has a "suture" line running across one end of the ice island. WH-4 has a Jamesway hut near one corner and 10 empty 45-gallon gasoline drums lying in the shape of an ' X " near the opposite corner. Because of the difficulties of positively identifying WH-1 and WH-2, PCSP proposed a program to set up markers on both these islands.
The first attempt was to mark WH-1, and 5 clusters of gasoline drums, set about 30 m. apart in the form of a cross, were erected there on 26 March 1967. At that time WH-1 was at 74"48'N, 124"15'W. Each cluster consists of 8 empty 45-gallon drums banded together in the form of a pyramid. This ice island was located a number of times during the summer of 1967 and was last seen 6 October 1967 when the PCSP sea ice survey aircraft located it at 74"30'N, 123"35'W. At that time the one corner impinged on the coast of Banks Island. The clusters had fallen on their sides and were partially covered with snow.
Attempts to set out a characteristic array of drums to act as radar markers on WH-2 were not successful during the 1967 field season but the experiment will be tried again in 1968. An ice island, probably WH-2, was located at 79"22'N, 107"W, on 3 April 1967 during a U.S. "Birds Eye" flight.
In addition to marking the large ice island WH-1, PCSP set out markers on two smaller islands in 1967. The first of these attempts was initiated after the 3 April "Birds Eye" flight had found that the extreme western portion of the Ward Hunt Ice Shelf had broken off and had moved 10 to 30 m. away from its original position. It is most likely that this same island (subsequently referred to as WH-6) was the one located by PCSP at 83"02'N, 79"50'W (30 miles southwest of its origin) on 20 May 1967. At this time 8 empty 45-gallon gasoline drums were left in a haphazard arrangement near the centre of the 3 by 4% mile ice island. These 8 drums along with others to be brought to WH-6 on subsequent visits were to be set up in a characteristic pattern. However, the island was not reached again although a number of attempts were made.
The last ice island marked in 1967 was a small fragment approximately 1600 m. square. It is suggested that this fragment be named Alert No. 1 (LT-1) because it was discovered and marked near Alert.
On 1 June 1967, when this fragment was drifting near shore close to the end of the airstrip at Alert, two clusters of drums were put on it. The clusters were centrally located approximately 300 m. apart. Each cluster was made up of 20 empty 45-gallon drums securely banded and tied together, and erected in a pyramid similar to the clusters on WH-1. The clusters toppled as a result of the summer melt but each cluster remained a unit (like those on WH-1). Attempts to re-erect the two clusters on LT-I failed because strong south winds (11 July 1967) caused the pack ice and the ice island fragment to move off shore, leaving approximately 10 miles of open water between the coast and the edge of the pack. Between 11 and 17 July, the fragment carrying the two clusters or radar markers moved 16 miles east and LT-1 was last sighted at 82"30'N, 60"30'W.
FIG. 1. Positions of the Ward Hunt ice islands WH-I, WH-2, WH-3, WH-4 (1963 to 1967). The key to the numbers is given in
Although it is possible to estimate the rate and direction of ice island movement, it is important periodically to locate and identify particular islands. It was hoped that the drums set out by PCSP would assist the various sea ice reconnaissance groups to identify specific pieces of ice as they moved in the waters of the Arctic. Reports from the "Birds Eye" flights suggest that the specific patterns of drums are readily picked up by radar as well as the human eye, and that the drums will prove to be a very effective means of identifying ice islands.
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